
    MATTHEW CHAPTER TWO: NOTES 
 
 The second chapter of Matthew paints a vivid portrait of the stark contrast of 
individual’s responses  to Jesus, and the same drama continues to this day. The epic struggle 
between ‘the seed of the woman’ (Genesis 3:15) and the serpent is about ready to intensify, 
before Jesus the Man-God can even walk! 
 
The Visit of the Magi: 
Old Testament Connection: 
 “The last time wise men from the East came to Israel looking for a king was in the reign 
of Solomon. Read 1 Kings 4:29-34, where Solomon’s ‘wisdom surpassed all the people of the 
East,’ and men came from every land to hear his wisdom. Solomon attracted all these 
international wise men when he was at the height of his career, but Jesus is already attracting 
them as a toddler! The gifts also remind us of Solomon. No one had more gold than Solomon (1 
Kings 10:13-22), and ‘frankincense and myrrh’ together are only mentioned elsewhere in the 
Bible in the Song of Solomon, where they are romantic perfumes worn by Solomon and his 
bride. The visit of the magi marks Jesus as a bridegroom-king, like Solomon, from his very 
childhood.”1 
 
Matthew 2:1 
Geographical Note: Bethlehem, a small village south of Jerusalem, literally means “house of 
bread,” and was known as the “city of David” because it was both his hometown (1 Samuel 
16:1) and where he was anointed king (1 Samuel 16:4-13). What implication is Matthew making 
as to Jesus and the Kingship of the Messiah? _________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 2:2 
 What title of Jesus is introduced in this verse by the Magi? ________________________ 
Where do we find this title again, in Matthew 27:27-31 and 27:37? _______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How did Jesus defy the Jewish expectation of the long-awaited King of the Jews? ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: Matthew utilizes the Magi to represent the Gentiles (CCC 528). This Gospel stance of 
inclusivity irritates the Jewish leaders to no end! 
 
 Like the Magi, how have you searched for Jesus? Did it take you ‘unexpected places’? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 2:3 
 It’s no easy task to keep the four Herods of the New Testament separated! “The first is 
Herod the Great, referred to in this passage and in the next; the second, his son, Herod Antipas, 
who had St John the Baptist beheaded (Mt 14:1-12) and who abused our Lord during his 
passion (Luke 23:7-11); the third, Herod Agrippa I, a nephew of Herod the Great, who executed 
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the Apostle St James the Greater (Acts 12:1-3), imprisoned St Peter (Acts 12:4-7), and died 
suddenly and mysteriously (Acts 12:20-23). The fourth, Herod Agrippa II, was Herod Agrippa I’s 
son. It was before him that St Paul answered Jewish accusations when he was a prisoner in 
Caesarea (Acts 25:23). 
 Herod the Great, who appears here, was the son of non-Jewish parents. He came to 
power with the aid and as a vassal of the Romans. He was a consummate politician, and among 
other things he rebuilt the temple in Jerusalem on a lavish scale. Herod the Great had a 
persecution complex; everywhere he saw rivals to his throne. He was notorious for his cruelty: 
he killed over half of his ten wives, some of his children, and many people of standing. This 
information derives largely from the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, who wrote towards the 
end of the first century, and it confirms the cruel picture drawn in the Gospels.”2 
 
Matthew 2:11 
 The wise men worshipped Jesus and then “opened their treasures and offered him 
gifts.” Compare this to Luke 7:36-50, where an alabaster flask of ointment is gifted. If you 
deeply appreciate Jesus and are devoted to Him, what will you “give” to Him to show your love 
that knows no limits? Do you love Jesus with such reckless abandon? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How have you worshipped Jesus in the past week? What gifts do you offer Him? ______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Going deeper: Reading the Bible like a Catholic 
 “Allegorically (St Irenaeus), the gifts of the Magi signify the mystery of Christ incarnate. 
Gold, a symbol of royalty, represents the kingship of Jesus. Frankincense, used in the worship of 
God, points to his divinity. Myrrh, a burial ointment, signifies the humanity of Christ, especially 
in His passion and death. Morally (St Gregory the Great), the treasures signify the gifts we 
present to Christ in our daily lives. Gold is Christ’s wisdom, which shines in us; frankincense is 
the prayer and adoration we give him (Rev 8:3-4); and myrrh is our daily self-sacrifices (Rom 
12:1).”3 
 
Flight to Egypt: Matthew 2:14 
 Jesus’ father, like the Joseph of the Old Testament, has dreams which communicate 
God’s specific will and directs him to flee to Egypt. Again, as in Matthew 1:24, how immediately 
does Joseph obey the angel of the Lord? _____________________________________________ 
 Once you discern the specific will of the Lord for you, how quickly do you obey? Or do 
you?! _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 2:15 
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 How is Matthew 2:15 a ‘formula quotation’ using Hosea 11:1? What does this tell you 
about Jesus, the New Moses?______________________________________________________ 
 
Geographical note: The capital of Egypt at the time, Alexandria, boasted of the largest  
population of Jews outside of Israel. Therefore, it is likely that Joseph took the Holy Family here, 
where he could easily “get lost” among its residents in the two large Jewish sectors. The second 
major locale of Jews relocating from Palestine was Elephantine, Egypt. The Old Testament saw 
Egypt functioning as a frequent place of refuge; i.e., see Gen 12:10; Gen 46:4; 1 Kings 11:40; 
Jeremiah 26:21). 
 
Matthew 2:16 
 The massacre of the Holy Innocents probably involved the beheading of about 15 to 20 
infants. King Herod was such a notorious murderer of his family members and subjects, and did 
so regularly and on such a wide scale, that this ‘relatively small’ incident is not noted in 
historical records. What do you know about King Herod that makes this massacre synchronous 
with his known character? ________________________________________________________ 
 The Holy Innocents, as these babies are known, are viewed by the Church as the first 
martyrs of the Gospel, and their feast day is December 28. “The Church regards these children 
as the first martyrs to give their lives for Christ. Martyrdom brought them justification (that is, 
salvation) and gave them the same grace as Baptism gives; their martyrdom is, in fact, Baptism 
by blood.”4 
 How does this horrific incident represent a microcosm of the dynamics of Genesis 3:15? 
See Revelation 12:1-18. __________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “God did not prevent Herod from killing innocent children in his effort to destroy Jesus. 
What effects have tragedies involving innocent persons had on your own or others’ faith? How 
have you dealt with them?”5 ______________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 2:18 
 How is this verse the 4th ‘formula quotation,’ using Jeremiah 31:15 and Isaiah 40:1-5? 
Understanding the historical context: 
 Ramah, located about five miles north of Jerusalem, is a noted Jewish site of sorrow and 
exile. The Assyrians first devastated the northern tribes at Ramah, and later the Babylonians 
took captives from the southern tribes away from this launching site. It is ‘appropriate’ that 
Jesus likewise would be carried away to Egypt from this particular site. 
 Because Rachel was buried near Bethlehem, and her son Benjamin owned the land, 
(with Ramah of the tribe of Benjamin), the children beheaded there were called “Rachel’s 
children.” 
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Matthew 2:23 
 How is Matthew continually making reference to the meaning of Jesus’ numerous 
names and titles as hints as to his divine Kingship? ____________________________________ 
  
Geographical reference: “Nazareth was a little village in the north (Galilee), probably settled by 
Davidic kinsmen, who may have named their town ‘Little Branch’ (Nezereth) after the famous 
prophecy that a ‘branch’ (Hebrew, nezer) would come forth from David’s line (11:1). Matthew 
refers to this prophecy, ‘He shall be called a Nazarene’ (2:23), that is, he shall be the branch the 
prophets announced.”6 This reference to Isaiah 11:10 acts as the 5th ‘formula quotation’ of 
Matthew. Matthew continues to set Jesus up as reliving Israel’s history and perfectly fulfilling 
its prophecies. Jesus is arriving on the scene to expressly restore Judah and Israel—and any 
Gentile seekers as well.  
 Note that it was with contempt that the Jews of the first century considered Jesus’ 
origins from Nazareth (John 1:46). Years later the connotation of being from Nazareth was still 
not positive, as evidenced in Acts 24:5. This is not surprising, as there exist many prophetical 
predictions that the Messiah would suffer contempt; see Isaiah 52:2; Jeremiah 11:19; and 
Psalm 22 as just a few. 
 
The Silent Years 
 Between the conclusion of the second chapter of Matthew and the first verse of chapter 
three lay thirty years of silent work by the Carpenter, Son of Joseph, in obscurity. What does 
this tell you about how God works? ________________________________________________ 
“The silent years of Jesus remind us that he too—God Himself!—worked for many years 
unnoticed by the world, taking part in ‘the daily grind.’ As we go about the toil of our quiet 
lives, we know Jesus understands and is close to us.”7 
 
Conclusion: Jesus as the long-awaited King and fulfiller of Old Testament prophecies: 
 “Matthew frequently quotes Old Testament passages to establish Jesus’ credentials as 
the Messiah. However, Jesus and Matthew often allude to the Old Testament in more subtle 
ways by drawing comparisons between ancient persons, places, and event and Jesus himself. 
This form of OT interpretation is called typology. A typological reading of the OT is attuned to 
distinctive ‘rhymes’ in salvation history where God acts in similar (or typical) ways each time he 
reveals himself and delivers his people. Thus, the Father teaches us about himself through the 
use of things and events long familiar in the minds of his people; in short, He uses old truths to 
instruct us about new ones. Jesus and Matthew look back on several OT figures and institutions 
to bring the surpassing glory of Christ and the New Covenant into focus. The great heroes and 
memories of old bring clarity to the greater person of Christ. The coming of Jesus marks the 
dramatic climax to the OT store as he fulfills all of the types that God prepared throughout the 
history of salvation.”8 
(C) Glenda Canfield, September 2022. 
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